
 

Alive in Christ Implementation Model:  Summer Program with Family Gathered  

As you strive to provide quality faith formation for all the children in your parish, we recognize that you 

face many obstacles. Simply meeting the scheduling needs of all the families can be daunting. Space 

limitations, custody situations, and competing demands on the family’s time and resources are just a 

few of the reasons you may be looking for an alternative format for religious education. Providing an 

intensive Summer Program and then gathering families once a month at the parish is an option that is 

working for many parishes.   

It is essential for faith formation of children to be systematic and developmentally-appropriate. Still, the 

family (and especially the parents as primary catechists) has a privileged role in catechesis. With Alive in 

Christ, OSV offers you a straightforward, easy to use way to combine a Summer Program of age-specific 

sessions with whole family experiences throughout the year. We’ve done the work for you without 

limiting your creativity and ability to tailor it to your parish.  

You may have immediate questions or concerns, for example;  

• How can we keep the kids engaged for several hours?  

• Is it harder to recruit catechists?  

• How can we make sure the family stays connected to the parish throughout the year?  

Our experiences with parishes using this model have provided us with some answers to these questions 

and have helped us discover some “best practices” when using a summer model of faith formation. For 

example,  

• Parishes who have implemented a Summer Program have found that the children are eager and 

excited to attend. 

• Many catechists who cannot commit to every week during the school year are willing to give 

two weeks in the summer (some parishes find an excellent pool of classroom teachers who are 

off in the summer and happy to volunteer).  

• Bringing the families together for sessions throughout the year engages them in a meaningful 

way, especially when systems of accountability are implemented to assess family participation.  

• Some parishes combine two days’ worth of the half-day summer sessions to create one week of 

full-day sessions. These parishes have found that it is easier to get families to participate in a 

summer program if the kids can be there all day. 

 

Why This Works: Alive in Christ uses a spiral scope and sequence, allowing children to dive deeper into 

their Catholic faith each year. While each grade level provides unique content, the 7-unit themes of 

Alive in Christ are the same in every grade. These common doctrinal unit themes provide a framework 

for children of varying ages in a family to be focused on the same topic at the same time, at their own 



developmental stages. These unit themes become a logical connecting point for gathering families. For 

more details regarding the unit framework view the program Scope and Sequence here: 

https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/parish/program_resources/pr_leaders/32 

 

 

How This Works: Once a month during the school year, gather families for a Family + Faith Session. 

(Everything described here is provided free with the purchase of student books) Complete the grade 

level content of Alive in Christ during a two-week intensive Summer Program.   

Let us show you how easy it is to plan and implement a Summer Program using Alive in Christ 

Log on to: https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/parish/program_resources/pr_leaders/396 

(You will need your credentials to access this password protected section of the website. If you do not 

have credentials and are a customer, register first. If you are not yet a customer request temporary 

credentials by contacting an OSV Consultant at 800-348-2440 ext. 3000. Once you have logged on make 

sure you are in the PARISH section (blue tab) PROGRAM RESOURCES section, open For Leaders tab. 

 

 

In the left-hand column, you will see Summer Program Model.  When you open that section, you will 

find everything you need to plan the summer intensive. Including the Program Leader Guide and Grade 

Level Session Guides and Handouts. Guides can be customized to fit the needs of your parish.  

https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/parish/program_resources/pr_leaders/32
https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/parish/program_resources/pr_leaders/396


 

The Program Leader Guide provides everything you need to organize, plan and implement the Summer 

Program. Here is a snapshot of the Table of Contents that shows the basic outline for the 2 weeks: 

 



 

Also provided for everyday are a Materials list for every grade, plans for the All Ages Opening session, 

the daily People of Faith Skit and Dismissal.  

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 

The grade specific Session Guides include a comprehensive lesson plan for the day with a material list, 

Key Concept, Catholic Faith Words, Interactive Activities, handouts and more. Everything a catechist 

needs to plan and implement the lesson is provided. To see more download and review one of the 

session guides along with the corresponding grade level of Alive in Christ.  

 

 

Now let us show you how easy it is to add a monthly Family Gathered Session during the school year 

using Alive in Christ  

Log on to : https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/parish/program_resources/pr_leaders/29 

(You will need your credentials to access this password protected section of the website. If you do not 

have credentials and are a customer, register first. If you are not yet a customer request temporary 

credentials by contacting an OSV Consultant at 800-348-2440 ext. 3000). 

https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/parish/program_resources/pr_leaders/29


Once you have logged on make sure you are in the PARISH section (blue tab) ROGRAM RESOURCES 

section, open For Leaders tab  

 

In the left-hand column, you will see the list of Family + Faith sessions by unit theme: 

 

Open one of the unit themes, and the first document that you will find to download is Family + Faith 

Sessions Overview. You will only need this once as it is the general overview for implementing Family 

Gathered Sessions.   

 

It includes everything you need to get started. Here is a snapshot of the Table of Contents to give you an 

idea of all that is provided. 



 

For each theme, you will find plans for three distinct session plans organized around the Church Year, 

Cycles A, B and C. Under Seasonal/CST you will find plans for 7 Liturgical Season Sessions and 3 Catholic 

Social Teaching Sessions. This is a total of 30 unique family gathered session plans. Here is an example 

from the Revelation unit: 

 

For each session you are provided 3 documents: 

• Leader Preparation- a checklist of the preparation steps.  



• Leader Guide- the step by step session plan that provides everything you need to lead the 

session, including but not limited to: recommended video links, pacing plan, hospitality tips, 

script, discussion prompts, prayer and activities.  

• Parent pages- the handout for extending the session into the home or to use for the parent 

specific portion of the session. 

Please take some time to explore, and if you have questions reach out to an OSV Consultant at  

800-348-2440 ext. 3000.  

Our commitment to supporting you in your role as catechetical leader extends far beyond providing the 

most outstanding faith formation books for the children in your parish. We also offer this summer-based 

solution with family gathered sessions.  This approach is simple for you to plan and implement but is 

profound in its impact. Let us partner with you in providing creative, dynamic family gathered faith 

formation to support the home-based catechesis using Alive in Christ.  

 

 

 

 


