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Let us resolve to teach our children their right to bear witnesss to their 

faith in public schools where they should be  Free to Speak. 

 

 

Each day in public schools across the United States students are denied their right to religious 

expression.   

A fourth grade boy is made to rewrite his essay because he had written about Jesus.  A fifth 

grade girl is told she may not pray her rosary at lunchtime.  A junior high student is told not to 

wear her crucifix and a high school senior is told he cannot start an after school  Christian Club. 

Each of these students is deprived of his right to bear witness to his faith in public school.   

Such instances perpetuate a harmful denial of the rights of religious expression of students in 

public schools. To empower our children to witness their faith during the many hundreds of 

days they will spend in public schools,  the following materials were created to teach students 

they are free to speak.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For information in addition to the following materials: Catholics for Freedom of Religion 631-896-8331 

www.cffor.org 

 

http://www.cffor.org/


Religious Freedom in Public Schools as Guaranteed 

by Law 

Teaching Our Children: They are “Free to Speak” 

Our students may pray, speak and write about their faith. 

They may invite other students to join them. 

These materials can be used in the last year of class instruction for your Confirmation students 

or when deemed appropriate.  The goal is for all students to finish their formal religious 

education knowing their Constitutional freedom of religious expression in public schools.  In too 

many schools across our country students are told that God has no place in the school day.  

Students are often intimidated and even disciplined for bringing their faith to school. 

“Free to Speak” Initiative Components: 

A   Cover Sheet 
B    Preface 
C    Index and Pamphlet Order Information 
D    Introduction to parents and teachers 
E    Teacher Information  
F    Student Flyer (Attach the Free to Speak pamphlet here)  
G   Follow Up Student Reflection 
H   National Religious Freedom Day, Jan. 16 of each year 
I     Student Religious Freedom Pin Project 
J    Art Contest Details for grades 4-8 
K   Speech Contest Details for grades 7-8 
L   Free to Speak Pamphlet – View of Text 
M  Power Point available upon request. Call CFFR at 631-896-8331                                  
 
 To obtain the above documents or assistance in presenting Free to Speak, 

email Catholics for Freedom of Religion at parishleaders@yahoo.com 
  

Ordering Free to Speak pamphlets in English or Spanish: 

To order by phone, call 800-929-1163 or online at www.gtbe.org/store    
1st bundle of 50 pamphlets is $9.00 plus shipping of $4.00 
Each additional bundle of 50 pamphlets is $7.00 each plus shipping of $1.00 per bundle 

http://www.gtbe.org/store


 

We Must Learn and Protect 
 Our Children’s Religious Freedoms 

in Public Schools 
 

 

Too often our young Catholics as well as their classmates of other faiths are deprived of their lawful religious 

liberties in the course of their school day.  This should not be. 

Religious freedoms in our country protect, in law, the rights of children to live their faith among their school friends 

in many appropriate school situations each day.  The faith and practices we instill in our children are not confined to 

home or church, but are protected in the school environment as well. 

All across the country there continue to be instances of students being denied their freedom to express their faith in 

their schools.  Our volunteers hear from parents, grandparents and students about denials of religious expression 

from students being disciplined for praying at lunch time to being ridiculed and embarrassed in front of their 

friends, to being subtly or openly harassed for appropriate and legal expressions of faith. 

However, most denials of students’ religious rights go unchallenged and uncorrected which then fosters more 

incorrect treatment. Once a student is told, for example, that he may not read the Bible or other religious book 

during free reading time, his friends as well as other teachers assume this is correct, when it is not. 

Lack of knowledge is the greatest impediment to protecting religious expression in our schools.  Parents, teachers 

and administrators can educate themselves to insure our students are not treated unfairly and even unlawfully when 

they pray, speak, write or read about God and their faith at appropriate times at school. 

It is our responsibility to educate ourselves and then to teach children that their faith is important and appropriate 

in every part of their daily life including the thousands of days they will spend at school. 

Take time to read the “Free to Speak” pamphlet and learn the basics of religious freedom in school.  

 
Helpful sources: 
 

 Purchase Free to Speak pamphlets: 800-929-1163 
 

 Students’ religious freedoms: www.ReligiousFreedomDay.org 
 

 More on students’ rights:  http://firstliberty.org/rights/ 
 

 Alliance Defending Freedom: http://bit.ly/2dgoDH6 
 

 Visit our site re religious freedom issues: www.cffor.org 
 
 

http://www.religiousfreedomday.org/
http://firstliberty.org/rights/
http://bit.ly/2dgoDH6
http://www.cffor.org/


Our students will see denial of religious freedom 

in their public schools and universities.          

Teach them that now, and always, they are…                

“Free to Speak” 

The Religious Liberties Guaranteed to 
Public School Students: Teacher’s Information 

 

An educational project of Catholics for Freedom of Religion 
 

 Catholics for Freedom of Religion,  founded in the NY Diocese of Rockville Centre and 
now being established in other states, is dedicated to educating faithful Americans of 
every age about the religious freedom guaranteed to all.   www.cffor.org 
 

 Students do not leave their religious freedoms at the doors of our public schools.  
 

 Too often students are denied the freedom, which is their right, to express their 
religious beliefs in school…before, during and after the school day.  

 
 In many school districts students have been told they cannot speak and write about 

their belief in Jesus, cannot pray the rosary before their lunch, cannot start a Christian 
Club, cannot sing traditional Christmas songs, etc.   

 
 The “Free to Speak” pamphlet from Gateways to Better Education www.gtbe.org 

Explains the U.S. Dept. of Education’s guidelines to student rights to religious expression 
in public schools. 

 
 The learning from “Free to Speak” will be reinforced by a “pin project” and speech and 

art contest sponsored by Catholics for Freedom of Religion with details to follow. 
 

 A student who experiences a problem in their school is not alone.  The parent can, at no 
expense, contact one of the law firms who defend religious freedom in our schools.  The 
attorneys usually reply to the parents and student to get information about the incident.  
There is no obligation for the family and student to proceed with any action of any kind. 

 

- Thomas More Society     https://www.thomasmoresociety.org/legal-help/ 

- First Liberty Institute              http://bit.ly/2dLJfYB 
- Alliance Defending Freedom       http://www.adflegal.org/request-legal-help 
- The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty    http://www.becketfund.org/ 

  

http://www.cffor.org/
https://www.thomasmoresociety.org/legal-help/
http://bit.ly/2dLJfYB
http://www.adflegal.org/request-legal-help
http://www.becketfund.org/


 

Free to Speak: The Religious Liberties 
Guaranteed to Public School Students 

The men who drafted the U.S. Constitution established the guarantee of religious freedom 

through the First Amendment. Today that protection is as important as ever. In too many 

instances, public school educators do not have a clear understanding of the freedom of 

religious expression guaranteed to students in the United States.  Sadly, they often end up 

telling students they cannot include their faith in their homework assignments or classroom 

discussions.  

Everyone needs to know what their religious 

liberties are at school.  As a student, you can play 

an important part in spreading freedom to those 

around you. When you understand the religious 

liberties of all students, you can be an example to 

friends and classmates of how to live and express 

your faith responsibly.  In other words, never 

exercise your freedom in a disruptive way, and 

respect the rights of others to express their faith.   

The U.S. Department of Education has issued       

guidelines explaining students' religious liberties. 

Learning about these religious liberties will 

clarify to students and their parents that schools 

need not be religion-free zones.  The main 

message students need to hear is that they 

shouldn't feel like they have to be undercover 

about their religion... that somehow they have to 

be hush-hush about their family's beliefs.  

It is also important to realize that neglecting your 

freedom is like not having the freedom at all. So, 

as it is appropriate to the situation in class and at 

school, try exercising your religious expression. 

For example, if it's relevant to the assignment, 

you can mention your religious beliefs in a 

homework assignment or write about a religious 

person you admire. So, go ahead! Take a step to 

exercise a little of your freedom.    

Student Initiated Flagpole Prayer Gatherings, Sept 24    
See You at the Pole at www. SYATP.com                                                                  

Staple Pamphlet Here 



The Religious Liberties of Public School Students 

Freedom of expression can take different forms. It includes what students say to others as 

well as their freedom to speak to God in prayer; it includes what they write in school 

assignments or the words they give to a friend either by speaking or in writing. The 

information below comes from the U.S. Department of Education’s document.           
Guidance on Constitutionally Protected Prayer in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools (February 7, 2003) 

 

 Students can pray, read their Bible or 

other religious books, and talk about 

their faith at school during school 

hours. 

 Students can organize prayer groups 

and religious clubs and announce their 

meetings. 

 Students can express their faith in their 

classwork and homework. 

 Teachers can organize prayer and Bible study groups with other 

teachers. 

 Students may be allowed to go off campus for religious studies during 

school hours. 

 Students can express their faith at a school event.  

 Students can express their faith at their graduation ceremony. 
          

Celebrate Religious Freedom Sunday on January 15, 2017 & 

Religious Freedom Day on January 16, 2017 

 

 

Religious Freedom Day has been proclaimed by our presidents every year since 1993 

 

 ReligiousFreedomSunday.com is an initiative of Gateways to Better Education 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compiled and distributed by                 

Catholics for Freedom of Religion              

at www.cffor.org 

 

 

 

For more information go to                   

Gateways to Better Education                               

at www.gtbe.org 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=5mTVjZGjo4wAxM&tbnid=ym6fcXLlKlEMqM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.texasconservativenews.com/2012/09/19/students-fighting-religious-freedom-kountzetexas/1021&ei=docQVOOKEJDbsATmh4CYDA&bvm=bv.74649129,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNEJWhOKX2mUYzh72zIeUPDYlghJZw&ust=1410455779477613
http://www.cffor.org/
http://www.gtbe.org/


Student Reflection Assignment 

Free to Speak:  Knowing your Religious Rights” 
 

All students are asked to prepare a personal statement about the presentation and bring to 

class next week.  What new knowledge have you gained?  Why is it important for us as 

Catholics to protect and defend our rights to religious expression?  Will National Religious 

Freedom Sunday serve a deeper meaning to you as a young Catholic in the world today? 

Your catechist or religion teacher will open the class session with a sharing experience regarding the 

presentation.   

Personal Reflection 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Student Name:  _____________________________  Teacher:  __________________________ 

  

Please continue on back of page if necessary 



 
 

PLAN TO CELEBRATE 
Religious Freedom Sunday, Jan.15, 2017 

NATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM DAY, Jan.16, 2017 

 
 

CatholicsforFreedomofReligion.org 

The origin of National Religious Freedom Day: President George H. W. Bush, in 1993, set a precedent 
reinforcing America’s religious liberty by commemorating the Virginia General Assembly’s adoption of Thomas 
Jefferson’s landmark Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom on January 16, 1786. This vital document became 
the basis for the establishment clause, and led to freedom of religion for all Americans as protected in the 
religion clause in the U.S. Constitution’s First Amendment. 

Each President since has issued a proclamation designating January 16 of the new year as National Religious 
Freedom Day. The President calls upon Americans to observe this day through appropriate events and 
activities in homes, schools and places of worship.   

Also, schools are encouraged to recognize Religious Freedom Day during the school week leading up to 
January 16.  ReligiousFreedomDay.com offers resources to promote understanding of America’s religious 
liberty in churches, homes and communities and to protect students’ rights to religious expression by 
informing educators, parents and students about these liberties. 

Our parish churches can celebrate Religious Freedom Sunday, the Sunday before Jan.16 each year, to inform 
and empower parishioners with the facts about the religious liberties of public school students.   
www.religiousfreedomsunday.com 

Let us then, as Catholics and Americans, dedicated to stewardship of the God given and Constitutionally 
protected freedom of religion and conscience under attack around the world as well as in our own country, 
resolve to educate ourselves on issues affecting religious freedom.  Let us be active in the preservation of 
religious liberty for all Americans of all faiths.                                                                                                                                               
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Let us pray: 
          O Lord, you have bestowed on each of your children the freedom of conscience to discern your will for us and to 
choose the path of your grace.  You have gifted us with the knowledge and wisdom of this blessing to all.  We pray now 
for courage that we might speak and act in public prayer and witness for religious liberty.  Through the witness of those 
who are called by your name and by the intervention of your mercy, may all Americans and all mankind practice the 
fullness of their faith in freedom from oppression and persecution for now and forever.  Amen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Freedom is not only a gift but a summons to personal responsibility…it is a challenge held out to each generation, and 
it must constantly be won over for the cause of good.   
Pope Benedict XVI, 2008 Pastoral Visit to the United States 
 
Today we are the witnesses.  We will pray and we will speak.  We will act together and ask others to join us.   
Ours is a cause that is great and a truth that cannot be vanquished. 
Bishop William Murphy, June 2013; Fortnight For Freedom: Rally for Religious Freedom 

http://www.catholicsforfreedomofreligion.org/
http://www.religiousfreedomsunday.com/


 

   Student Religious Freedom Pin Project  

 
 
This is a wonderful way to support your parish’s plan to celebrate 
Religious Freedom Sunday... and your students can take the lead by 
making and distributing pins, and possibly displaying their contest 
art work, music, and even the children speaking at some point in the 
Mass about what religious freedom means to their lives, family, 
country and the world - what a gift from God! 
 
The pins are easy to assemble and adult supervision is recommended.  
The ribbon is cut on a slant into a 4 – 5 inch strip.  It is then looped 
and a drop of hot glue seals it together.  Using another drop of hot 
glue, the cross is affixed at the point of the loop.  If younger students 
are assembling the crosses, a bottle of fabric glue might be a better 
choice. Then the safety pin is just put through the top of the loop for 
the wearer to use in any way that works for them. 
 
 
 

 
The 3/8” red, white and blue ribbon can be 
ordered online from Hobby Lobby!  Shop 
www.hobbylobby.com.   
Sold as “cross charms”, various 
crosses can be purchased from 
several different sources online.  
One source at .20 for each cross is   
http://etsy.me/1Xxb7AQ 
Safety pins can be purchased at 
Michaels and they had some "bent" 
safety pins that are easier to pin onto 
clothing.  

 
 

 
Pope Francis has observed that "religion [cannot] be relegated to 
the inner sanctum of personal life, without influence on societal 
and national life." Evangelii Gaudium. no. 183. In insisting that our 
liberties as Americans be respected, Pope Benedict XVI said that 
this work belongs to "an engaged, articulate and well-formed 
Catholic laity endowed with a strong critical sense vis-à-vis the 
dominant culture." Therefore, catechesis on religious liberty is not 
the work of priests alone. If religious liberty is not properly 
understood, all people suffer and are deprived of the essential 
contribution to the common good, be it in education, health care, 
feeding the hungry, civil rights, and social services that individuals 
make every day, both here at home and overseas. 

 

Have fun and share the message of Religious Freedom with your parish! 
And the children shall lead them… 

 

  

  

 
    

  

    

3/8" Red, White & Blue 
Stripe Ribbon | Shop 
Hobby Lobby 

This roll of Red, White & Blue 

Stripe Ribbon is great for so 

many projects like baskets, gift-

wrap, hair accessories, floral 

arrangements and 

scrapbooking. Coordina... 
 

View on shop.hobbylobby.com  Preview by Yahoo  

 

  

http://www.hobbylobby.com/
http://etsy.me/1Xxb7AQ
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium_en.html#The_Church’s_teaching_on_social_questions',154);
http://shop.hobbylobby.com/products/3/8-red-white-and-blue-stripe-ribbon-365411/
http://shop.hobbylobby.com/products/3/8-red-white-and-blue-stripe-ribbon-365411/
http://shop.hobbylobby.com/products/3/8-red-white-and-blue-stripe-ribbon-365411/
http://shop.hobbylobby.com/products/3/8-red-white-and-blue-stripe-ribbon-365411/
http://shop.hobbylobby.com/products/3/8-red-white-and-blue-stripe-ribbon-365411/


America’s Constitutional Freedom of Religion Expression through Art 
2016-2017 Student Art Competition: Grades 4-8 

 

                                                            Overview 
The Fortnight for Freedom is an annual initiative of the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB), occurring June 21 through July 4, 2017.  During this two-week period, 
Catholics throughout the Nation are urged to engage in prayer, study, and peaceful public 
action to emphasize the importance of preserving the fundamental right of religious freedom. 
 

                                                            Goal 
The goal of the Fortnight for Freedom Art Contest is to encourage students and their families to research and 
discuss the meaning of religious liberty as guaranteed to us by our founders in the First Amendment of the Bill of 
Rights of our Constitution. 

  Topic 
The artwork must reflect one of the two themes: 
 
    1.  When the Pope visited Philadelphia in September,  2015, he reflected on the right to religious 
freedom. In his speech, he reminded Americans that this liberty guarantees us two things: the freedom to 
practice our religion in the public square, and to live out our conscientiously held beliefs.  Portray this first 
amendment right, Freedom of Religion, of the Bill of Rights. 

or 
    2.  Everyone needs to know their religious liberties.  The U.S. Dept. of Education issued guidelines on 

rights to religious expression in public schools.  http://1.usa.gov/1mulZKn.  Portray how one or more of 
these freedoms personally affects your daily life. 

Guidelines 
 All artwork must be the original work of one person and must not use any copyrighted material such as 

pictures from magazines, posters and other media. 
 The artwork could be a painting, drawing, sculpture, etc. with no use of electronic media. 
 The parent’s/guardian’s role is to provide guidance to help their child develop an idea or concept. 
 The artwork will be submitted on a date specified by each school, DRE or YM. 
 Each submission must include an artist’s statement of up to 50 words as a general introduction to 

the work. 
 Artwork will be judged in two grade categories: Grades 4-6 and Grades 7-8.  Additionally, artwork 

from Catholic school students and religious education students will be judged in separate categories. 
 All artwork submitted will be first evaluated within the student’s school or religious education program.  It 

is the responsibility of each principal, DRE and YM to submit an art project from each of the three 
grade categories as applicable, to Catholics for Freedom of Religion, 631-896-8331, by May 15, 
2017.  The artwork will be evaluated by CFFR on effectiveness in conveying the theme, originality, 
creativity and overall impact. 

 Late in May the CFFR panel will select two from each grade category for Catholic school students and two 
from each grade category for religious education students.  The selected artwork will be displayed by the 
artists at the Fortnight for Freedom Rally, “Religious Freedom: Our First Amendment Right” in late June.  
Exact rally date for June, 2017 TBD. 

 The artwork submitted for judging by the panel becomes the property of Catholics for Freedom of Religion 
and will not be returned unless requested by the student.  Display of the artwork by the student at the 
June, 2017 rally is a requirement for an award. 

 The students displaying their art at the June rally will each receive a $100.00 cash award in recognition of 
their work. 

 Each artwork must be accompanied with the artist’s statement introducing the work and the 
Identification Form in a folder secured by a paper clip. 

 Students who participate agree that the decisions of the judges are final. 
 

 

http://1.usa.gov/1mulZKn


 
IDENTIFICATION FORM 

 
Religious Freedom: Our First Amendment Right 

2016-2017 ART CONTEST - STUDENT IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION 

 
Student Name:  ______________________________________       Grade Level:  ___________ 

Student Address, Town, Zip Code:  ________________________________________________ 

Student Home Phone Contact: ___________________________________________________ 

Parent Name: _______________________   Parent Email: _____________________________ 

Circle One:     School Student         Religious Education Student         Youth Ministry Teen 

 

Student Parish/Town:  __________________________________________________________ 

Catholic School/Town (if applicable):  ______________________________________________ 

Pastor’s Name:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 

School Principal/Religious Education Director/ or Youth Minister Contact Information 

Name:  ___________________________________    Phone:  __________________________ 

    

Questions?  Contact “Catholics for Freedom of Religion” 
at 631-896-8331 

 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 

exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 

peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.                                                                       
1st Amendment to the United States Constitution 

 
 

Preserving Religious Liberty for All 
 

       www.CFFOR.org 

http://www.cffor.org/


America’s Constitutional Freedom of Religion Expression through Speech 
2016-2017 Student Speech Competition: Grades 7-8  

 
                                                                           Overview 
The Fortnight for Freedom is an annual national initiative of the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB), occurring June 21 through July 4, 2017.  During this two-week period, 
Catholics throughout the Nation are encouraged to engage in prayer, study, and peaceful public 
action to emphasize the importance of preserving the fundamental right of religious freedom. 
 

Goal 
The goal of the Fortnight for Freedom Speech Contest is to encourage students and their families to discuss the 
meaning of religious liberty as protected in the First Amendment of the Bill of Rights of our Constitution. 
 

Topic 
 

Students will research, write, and speak on one of the following topics: 
1.    In September, 2015 when the Pope visited Philadelphia, he reflected upon the right to religious freedom.  He 
said, “It is a right which shapes the way we interact socially and personally with our neighbors whose religious 
views differ from our own.  Religious freedom certainly means the right to worship God, individually and in 
community, as our consciences dictate.  But religious liberty, by its nature, transcends places of worship and the 
private sphere of individuals and families.  Religious freedom isn’t a subculture, it’s part of every people and 
nation.”   
         Explain why it is important to understand the difference between freedom of worship and freedom of religion.  
What would life be like if our first amendment right, freedom of religion, was taken away from us? 
 

2.  Pope Francis reminded us on his visit to Washington that freedom of religion is one of America's most precious 
possessions.  He stated, …”All are called to be vigilant, precisely as good citizens, to preserve and defend that 
freedom from everything that would threaten or compromise it." Explain what Pope Francis meant in this 
statement to the American people. 
 

3.  “The education of conscience is a lifelong task.” (CCC, No. 1784)  “In the formation of conscience the Word of God 
is the light for our path; we must assimilate it in faith and prayer and put it into practice”. (CCC, No. 1785) The First 
Amendment protects our right to the free exercise of our religion.  Pope Francis stated, “ I can say that 
conscientious objection is a right that is a part of every human right. It is a right, and if a person does not allow 
others to be a conscientious objector, he denies a right.”    
   Why is Pope Francis’ statement so important?  Explain, how this freedom benefits society when people are free to 
live by their conscience; and conversely, how society is injured when conscience is suppressed and individuals are 
less free to pursue what is good and to avoid evil. 
 

   Guidelines 
 Speeches are to be 400 words or less in length and submitted in print on standard white paper with no 

graphics, artwork, borders or other special formatting and with word count.  
 Speeches will be submitted on a date specified by each school, DRE or Youth Minister. 
 All speeches submitted will be first evaluated within the student’s school or religious education program.  

It is the responsibility of each principal, DRE and Youth Minister to submit one winning speech to 
Catholics for Freedom of Religion, 631-896-8331, by May 15, 2017.   

 Late in May the CFFR panel will evaluate the speeches on content, form and impact.  The top speech from 
all Catholic schools grades 7-8  and the top speech from both religious education and youth ministry 
programs will be presented by their authors at the June, 2017 Fortnight for Freedom Rally, “Religious 
Freedom: Our First Amendment Right. Exact rally date for June, 2017 TBD.    

 The copies of the speeches submitted will not be returned.  Students are responsible for retaining their 
original work. Presentation of the speech by the student at the June rally is a requirement for an award.   

 Speeches must be accompanied with the Identification Form in a folder secured by a paper clip. 
 Students who participate agree that the decisions of the judges are final. 
 The authors of the winning speeches will each receive a $100.00 cash award. 

 



 
TO BE ATTACHED AS LAST PAGE OF SUBMITTED SPEECH 

 

“Religious Freedom: Our First Amendment Right” 
 

        2016-2017 SPEECH CONTEST - STUDENT IDENTIFICATION FORM 
 
 

Student Name:  ______________________________________       Grade Level:  ___________ 

Student Address, Town, Zip Code:  ________________________________________________ 

Student Home Phone Contact: ___________________________________________________ 

Parent Name: _______________________   Parent Email: _____________________________ 

Circle One:     School Student         Religious Education Student         Youth Ministry Teen 

 

Student Parish/Town:  __________________________________________________________ 

Catholic School/Town (if applicable):  ______________________________________________ 

Pastor’s Name:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 

School Principal/Religious Education Director/ or Youth Minister Contact Information 

Name:  ___________________________________    Phone:  __________________________ 

Word count of speech:  ________ (reminder…must be 400 words or less) 

        Questions? Contact “Catholics for Freedom of Religion” at 
631-896-8331 

 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 

free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of 

the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of 

grievances.                      1st Amendment to the United States Constitution 

 
 

Preserving Religious Liberty for All 
 

       www.CFFOR.org 

 

http://www.cffor.org/


Free to Speak 
What the U.S. Department of Education says about public school students’ 

religious liberties 
From: Gateways to Better Education 

www.GTBE.org 
 

Ordering Free to Speak pamphlets in English or Spanish: 

  To order by phone, call 800-929-1163 or online at www.gtbe.org/store 

   1st bundle of 50 pamphlets is $9.00 plus shipping of $4.00 

   Each additional bundle of 50 pamphlets is $7.00 each plus shipping of $1.00 per bundle 

http://www.gtbe.org/
http://www.gtbe.org/store
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