Enclosed are materials for you to use in the Ministry of Consolation. Please feel free to make any changes appropriate to the unique circumstances of your parish.

Below is a list of items included in this document.

INVITATIONS TO MINISTRY

Letter to Funeral Directors
A1
Letter to Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers
A2
Letter to Music Ministers

A3
Dear  

Our parish is in the process of developing a ministry of consolation to assist our parishioners at the time of death of a loved one. The thrust for such a program grows out of the revision of the Order of Christian Funerals.
Since you play such an important role in the process at the time of death, we invite you to join your fellow funeral directors, the parish priests, and some members of the ministry of consolation for a short presentation of the program and for questions and clarification. Our hope is that your participation in this one-hour meeting will give further direction to us and be of benefit to you as we work for the good of the people of our parish.

The meeting is planned for ______________________________________ from _________________________ to ____________________________

in__________________________________________________________

Sincerely,
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Pastor


A1
Dear Lector and Eucharistic Minister,

We are in the process of developing a ministry of consolation in our parish to assist our parishioners at the time of the death of a loved one. The thrust for such a program grows out of the revision of the Order of Christian Funerals.
The Order of Christian Funerals states: “Music is integral to the funeral rites. It allows the community to express convictions and feelings that words alone may fail to convey. It has the power to console and uplift the mourners and to strengthen the unity of the assembly in faith and love” (OCF #4). Not only are these strong words, they are sound words. They speak eloquently of the part you play in the process at the time of death.

The rites call for the participation of our parish community. "Those who are baptized into Christ and nourished at the same table of the Lord are responsible for one another. ...When a member of Christ's Body dies, the faithful are called to a ministry of consolation to those who have suffered the loss of ne whom they love. ...The Church calls each member of Christ’s Body — priest, deacon, layperson — to participate in the ministry of consolation: to care for the dying, to pray for the dead, to comfort those who mourn" (OCF #8). 

We invite you to be part of this new ministry. Please join us for a short presentation of the program and for questions and clarification. Our hope is that your participation in this meeting will give further direction to us and be of benefit to you as we work for the good of the people of our parish.

The meeting is planned for_____________________________________________

From_________________________________ To___________________________

In_________________________________________________________________

Sincerely,
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A2
Dear 

We are in the process of developing a ministry of consolation in our parish to assist our parishioners at the time of the death of a loved one. The thrust for such a program grows out of the revision of the Order of Christian Funerals.
The Order of Christian Funerals states: “Music is integral to the funeral rites. It allows the community to express convictions and feelings that words alone may fail to convey. It has the power to console and uplift the mourners and to strengthen the unity of the assembly in faith and love” (OCF #4). Not only are these strong words, they are sound words. They speak eloquently of the part you play in the process at the time of death.

We invite you to be part of this new ministry. Please join us for a short presentation of the program and for questions and clarification. Our hope is that your participation in this meeting will give further direction to us and be of benefit to you as we work for the good of the people of our parish.

The meeting is planned for_______________________________________

From__________________________ To___________________________

In__________________________________________________________
Sincerely,
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A3
